《Dummelow’s Commentary on the Bible – 2 Chronicles》(John R. Dummelow)
Commentator

Compiled by 40 Bible Scholars and edited by Dummelow, this commentary has received favorable reviews from Christians of many denominations. At one time, this was one of the most popular commentaries of the 20th century. Although not as conservative as the others, it is still quite helpful with detailed introductions and concise comments. All maps and images from the printed edition are included.

This commentary provides in a single large but convenient book the essential scholarly information on the Bible necessary to every minister and Bible student.

Dummelow's Commentary is distinguished by two remarkable combinations of merits. First, it combines to an extraordinary degree completeness and conciseness. As Bishop Anderson of the Diocese of Chicago has said, it contains "more information attractively presented than can be found in the same amount of space in the whole realm of Bible Literature." Yet it is not too diffuse, nor is the essential information obscured by unnecessary or rambling discourse.

Second, it combines in a remarkable way the highest religious reverence with exact scientific rigor. Preachers and theologians of many denominations and various shades of faith have paid tribute to its "conservative liberalism".

00 Introduction 

1. Character and Contents. Chronicles at first not only formed a single book but probably constituted one continuous work with Ezra and Nehemiah. The English name is a tolerable equivalent of the Hebrew; whilst the corresponding Greek rendering probably means 'supplement' (lit. 'things passed over,' i.e. by the preceding historical books). Its author is unknown; but from the prominence which is given in the book to the Levitical order it has been conjectured that he was himself a Levite. Its contents comprise, (a) certain genealogies, (b) the history of David and Solomon, and (c) the history of Judah (the history of the northern kingdom being entirely omitted). Its date, in conjunction with that of Ezra and Nehemiah, may be approximately determined by the mention in 1 Chronicles 3:24 of the sixth generation after Zerubbabel (who was living in 520 b.c.), which implies a date subsequent to 340 and this is supported by the reference in Nehemiah 12:11, Nehemiah 12:22 to Jaddua, who was high priest in the time of Darius Codomannus (335-330) and of Alexander the Great (336-323). It was thus probably composed not much before 300 b.c., and consequently separated by a much longer period than Kings from the events it records.

2. Sources. Among the sourees of information referred to in the course of the narrative are (a) genealogical tables (1 Chronicles 5:17); (b) the book of the kings of Judah and Israel (2 Chronicles 16:11, the same work being probably meant by the slightly different titles in 2 Chronicles 27:7; 2 Chronicles 33:18); and (c) the writings of certain prophets, Samuel, Nathan, Gad, Ahijah, Shemaiah, Iddo, Jehu, and Isaiah (1 Chronicles 29:29; 2 Chronicles 9:29; 2 Chronicles 12:15; 2 Chronicles 13:22; 2 Chronicles 20:34; 2 Chronicles 26:22; 2 Chronicles 32:32). But certain of the authorities included in (c) are expressly stated to have been inserted in the historical work mentioned in (b)—see 2 Chronicles 20:34; 2 Chronicles 32:32 RV and it is possible that the others were also embodied in the same book, which will then be the immediate authority to which the writer is principally indebted. It will be obvious, however, from a comparison of the parallels between Chronicles and earlier books of the Bible, that large parts of the former are practically derived from Genesis, Samuel, and especially Kings, by a process of mere transcription; so that at first sight it would seem that the canonical books of Kings constitute the work just alluded to. But as the latter is quoted as recording the prayer of Manasseh, which finds no place in our Kings (2 Chronicles 33:18), and as Chronicles also contains much matter (2 Chronicles 11:5-12; 2 Chronicles 26:6-10; 2 Chronicles 28:17-18) which is likely to have come from an annalistic writing, but does not occur in Kings, it is probable that the book which is cited by name was different from, but based on, our Kings, and was the means through which the writer of Chronicles came to incorporate portions of the latter. The differences between Chronicles and Kings consist of omissions, additions, and minor modifications. The former, besides leaving out all the history of the Ten Tribes after the Separation, omits most of the sins and weaknesses of David and Solomon. Its principal additions comprise details of the Temple organisation and certain incidents in the history of the kings of Judah. For some statements of Kings it substitutes others, the alterations being most noticeable in connexion with numbers, those of Chronicles being generally the higher (cp. 1 Chronicles 21:5 with 2 Samuel 24:9, 2 Chronicles 3:15 with 1 Kings 7:15, 2 Chronicles 4:5 with 1 Kings 7:26).

3. Value. In considering the historical value of Chronicles account need only be taken of those parts in which it differs from Kings. In view of its greater remoteness from the events described, it cannot be considered so good an authority as the latter, and in cases of discrepancy the statements of Kings deserve the preference. In regard to matters upon which it is the sole informant, earlier materials seem to have been utilised; but in many cases the numbers given in connexion with the different subjects are too large to be probable (see 1 Chronicles 29, 2 Chronicles 13, 14, 17, etc.), and later details appear to have been read into the description of the Temple arrangements as organised by David (1 Chronicles 23-26). On the other hand, the religious value of Chronicles is as manifest as that of Kings. In it, as in the latter, those events of the national history have been selected for treatment which most conspicuously illustrated the divine purpose and providence. The writer, even in a greater degree than his predecessor, points the moral of the events which he relates (2 Chronicles 12:12; 2 Chronicles 25:20; 2 Chronicles 27:6), both the judgments and mercies of God being shown to stand in intimate connexion with human conduct. Even if there are anachronisms in his account of the Temple services, light is thereby thrown on the state of the organisation of religion in his own time, and the spiritual instruction conveyed is not seriously affected. The interest manifested in the details of the Temple regulations calls attention to the care which the public worship of God ought at all times to claim. The music, to which such importance is attached, has its value in promoting unity of feeling amongst a number of individual worshippers, and in elevating and sustaining the religious emotions. The author of Chronicles, in dwelling at such length upon the external side of religion, was animated by the spirit of his age. But he is far from being exclusively concerned with the outward forms of worship. He devotes a great deal of space to the activities and teaching of the prophets; and those who have less sympathy than he with religious ceremonial can still derive edification from his work.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-17

Solomon's Choice of Wisdom. His Wealth and Commerce
This c, after the opening., repeats, with some modifications and additions, what is related in 1 Kings 3:5-14 and 1 Kings 10:26-29.

5. The brasen altar] This identification of the altar at Gibeon with the brazen altar of the Tabernacle is an addition made to 1 Kings 3:4.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-18

Solomon's Negotiations with Hiram
This chapter substantially reproduces 1 Kings 5, with some differences in numbers, names, and expressions.

1. An house for his kingdom] The description of this, which is given at length in 1 Kings 7, is omitted by the Chronicler.

5. Is great] i.e. in magnificence, but not in actual dimensions—the external length and breadth being only 120 x 45 ft., less than many parish churches. It was not intended to hold an assemblage of worshippers, but to be a sanctuary for the Deity, where He might receive the offerings of His servants: 2 Chronicles 2:6.

10. Beaten wheat] probably a corruption of 'wheat for food': cp. 1 Kings 5:11.

13. Of Huram my father's] RM 'even Huram my father': the term 'father 'being a title of honour: cp. Genesis 45:8. But the whole expression may be a proper name, 'Huram Abi'; and so in 2 Chronicles 4:16. 

14. A woman.. of Dan] see on 1 Kings 7:14, where she is termed a widow of Naphtali. 

16. Joppa] The modern Jaffa, some 35 m. from Jerusalem.

17. The strangers] Solomon in imposing forced labour upon his subjects did not, like his father, confine it to those who were of foreign origin, but extended it to native Israelites: 1 Kings 5:18. 

18. In the mountain] probably the hill-country of Judah.

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17

Particulars relating to the Temple
This and the following chapter abbreviate what is recorded in 1 Kings 6, 7.

1. Moriah] Here the designation of the Temple hill, but in Genesis 22:2 of the 'land' in which was situated the hill where Isaac was to be sacrificed. Where the Lord appeared unto] better 'which was shown unto,' i.e. by the acceptance of the king's sacrifice (1 Chronicles 21:28; 1 Chronicles 22:1).

3. These are the things, etc.] RV 'these are the foundations which Solomon laid': the v. going on to give the ground plan. After the first measure] This implies that the length of the cubit had changed between the time of Solomon and that of the writer of Chronicles. Ezekiel (Ezekiel 40:5) speaks of a cubit measuring a cubit and a hand-breadth, which, if the smaller cubit was equal to 6 hand-breadths (about 18 in.), must have been equivalent to 7 (about 21 in.). In estimating the size of the Temple, the cubit, for the sake of convenience, has been reckoned at 18 in.; if the cubit of 21 in. was the one really employed, the dimensions must be modified accordingly.

4. An hundred and twenty] One MS of the LXX has 'twenty.' The figures given in the text are suitable only for a tower, not a porch.

5. The greater house] i.e. the Holy Place. Cieled] The walls, as well as the roof, were lined with wood. Chains] i.e. festoons of chain work, carved in relief. 6. Parvaim] unknown.

10. Of image work] LXX has 'wroughtin wood': cp. 1 Kings 6:23; 1 Kings 11. Twenty cubits] This was the length of the four wings together.

13. Inward] RV 'toward the house': i.e. the Holy Place. 

14. The vail] This is not mentioned in Kings. 

15. Thirty and five] In 1 Kings 7:15; 'eighteen': see also 2 Kings 25:17; Jeremiah 52:21.

16. Chains, as in the oracle] The text is probably corrupt; the chains must be 'the wreaths of chain work' of 1 Kings 7:17, which were carved on the capitals.

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-22

The Contents of the Temple
1. An altar] This was in the Temple court. Though its construction is not described in Kings, it is mentioned in 1 Kings 8:64; 2 Kings 16:14
3. Oxen] rather, 'knops' (i.e. gourds): see 1 Kings 7:24. 

7. According to their form] RV 'According to the ordinance concerning them.' In the temple] i.e. in the Holy Place.

9. The great court] The word here used differs from that employed for 'the court of the priests.' It was in the 'great court' that the scaffold mentioned in 2 Chronicles 6:13 was placed: see on 1 Kings 7:9. 

10. The right side of the east end] i.e. at the SE. corner. 

12. Pommels] RV 'bowls,' i.e. the globes of the capitals; and so in 2 Chronicles 4:13. 

14. He made.. made he] probably an error for 'ten., ten.'

16. Fleshhooks] probably an error for 'basons,' 2 Chronicles 4:11 : cp. 1 Kings 7:45.

20. After the manner] RV 'according to the ordinance.' In the Law (Exodus 27:21) it was required that a light should burn always before the veil. 

22. The entry] probably an error for 'the hinges,' 1 Kings 7:50.

05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14

The removal of the Ark to the Temple
This chapter is a repetition of 1 Kings 8:1-9, with additional particulars respecting the descent of the glory of the Lord.

4. The Levites.. the ark] The mention of 'the Levites' in this connexion is more in accordance with the requirements of the Law than the statement of 1 Kings 8:3 that the 'priests' took up the ark.

9. From the ark] better (as in the LXX) 'from the Holy Place': cp. 1 Kings 8:8. Unto this day] The Chronicler, like the compiler of Kings, retains the expression of the original writer, who lived before the destruction of the Temple.

11. Did not.. course] On this occasion all the priests (and not a single course only) had sanctified themselves to officiate. 

12. At the east end] i.e. facing westward, towards the Temple building.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-42

Solomon's Prayer
The first 39 vv. of this chapter repeat 1 Kings 8:12-50, the conclusion of the prayer, as given in 1 Kings 8:51-61, being omitted and three additional vv. being substituted.

5. Neither chose I any man] Saul, though chosen, was subsequently rejected: 1 Samuel 15:26.

13. For Solomon had made, etc.] This is not mentioned in 1 Kings 8.

41. Now therefore arise, etc.] The same words occur in Psalms 132:8, Psalms 132:9. Be clothed with.. goodness] i.e. enjoy victory and prosperity.

42. Turn not away, etc.] i.e. do not reject his prayer and make him turn away in disappointment. For anointed cp. 1 Samuel 12:3; 1 Samuel 24:6.

The mercies of David] i.e. the mercies promised and shown to David: cp. Psalms 89:49.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-22

Solomon's Sacrifices, and the Lord's Promises
This chapter reproduces with some additions portions of 1 Kings 8:62-66; and 1 Kings 9:1, 1 Kings 9:9.

1. The fire came down] This, which marked the acceptance of Solomon's sacrifice (cp. 1 Chronicles 21:26), is not mentioned in 1 Kings 8.

21. Shall be an astonishment] i.e. a cause of astonishment.

08 Chapter 8 

Verses 1-18

Solomon's Buildings. His Trade with Ophir
This chapter reproduces the substance of 1 Kings 9:10, 1 Kings 9:28 but describes some additional buildings.

2. Had restored] If the reference is to the cities which Solomon gave to Hiram, it seems best to assume that they had been merely pledged as security for money which Solomon borrowed and afterwards repaid: 1 Kings 9:14.

3. Hamath-zobah] Perhaps a Hamath in Zobah (a country E. of the Sea of G-alilee, in the region of the modern Haurân).

4. Tadmor] the later Palmyra, a city 150 m. NE. of Damascus in the Syrian desert.

8. Them did Solomon, etc.] RV 'of them did Solomon raise a levy of bondservants.'

13. After a certain rate, etc.] RV 'as the duty of every day required': cp. 2 Chronicles 8:14. 

16. Unto the day] LXX has 'from the day.'

18. In 1 Kings 9:26-28 it is stated that Solomon 'made' a navy of ships at Eziongeber, and that Hiram sent him skilled mariners.

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-31

The Visit of the Queen of Sheba. Solomon's Splendour
This chapter is a close repetition of 1 Kings 10:1-28 and 1 Kings 11:41-43.

8. On his throne] i.e. God's throne: see on 1 Chronicles 28:5.

10. 11. These vv. should follow 2 Chronicles 9:12.

11. Terraces] 1 Kings 10:12 has 'pillars' (or balustrades).

12. That which she had brought] 1 Kings 10:13 has 'beside that which Solomon gave her of his royal bounty.'

21. The king's ships went to Tarshish] If this is not a misunderstanding of the phrase 'ships of Tarshish' (1 Kings 10:22), which describes a particular kind of vessel, it must be assumed that Solomon's ships sailed, from a Phœnician port, Tarshish (whether Tartessus or Tarsus) being on the Mediterranean.

29. In the book, etc.] The three works here referred to may possibly have been inserted in 'the book of the kings of Israel and Judah' (see 2 Chronicles 16:11, etc.), as was the case with the 'book of Jehu the son of Hanani' (2 Chronicles 20:34 RV).

10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-19

Reign of Rehoboam
This chapter is a repetition of 1 Kings 12:1-19 with slight differences.

2. Returned out of Egypt] Preferable to 1 Kings 12:2, 'Jeroboam dwelt in Egypt.'

4. Thy father made, etc.] The passages in 1 Kings 5:13-14; 1 Kings 11:28, which throw light upon the oppressiveness of Solomon, are omitted by the Chronicler.

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-23

Reign of Rehoboam (continued)
This chapter repeats the substance of 1 Kings 12:21-24, and adds much information relating to Rehoboam's buildings, the withdrawal of the Levites from the kingdom of Jeroboam, and Rehoboam's marriages.

5. Built cities] Of the towns named in the following vv. Beth-lehem, Tekoa, Beth-zur, Adoraim, Ziph, and Hebron, were in the hill-country of Judah; Etam, Shoco, Adullam, Mareshah, Azekah, Zorah and Aijalon, were in the lowlands, whilst Gath (a Philistine city, which in Solomon's reign was independent) and Lachish were in the maritime plain. The fortification of these places was intended to guard the Judæan frontier on the side of Egypt, with which country Jeroboam had had friendly relations: 2 Chronicles 10:2.

14. Cast them off] When Jeroboam made priests from all the tribes indifferently, the Levites lost their privileged position as the only legitimate priestly tribe.

15. Devils] lit. 'he-goats,' the deities that were worshipped being supposed to assume the forms of these animals, like the Greek Satyrs and the Roman Faunus.

18. Jerimoth] not included in the list in 1 Chronicles 3:1-9, so that he was probably the son of a concubine. And Abihail] RV 'and of 'Abi-hail': Abihail being the wife of Jerimoth and mother of Mahalath. 20. Daughter] probably 'granddaughter': see 2 Samuel 14:27 and 2 Samuel 13:1.

Abijah] The 'Abijam' of 1 Kings 15:1.

23. He dealt wisely] By acting as here described he sought to secure the tranquil succession of the son whom he had chosen as his heir: cp. 2 Chronicles 21:3. Desired] probably for his sons.

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-16

Reign of Rehoboam (concluded)
This chapter is parallel to 1 Kings 14:21-31, but supplies additional particulars respecting Shishak's army and the prophet Shemaiah.

3. The Lubims, the Sukkiims] The Lubims were probably Libyans; the Sukkiims, who are not mentioned elsewhere, are called in LXX 'Troglodytes,' i.e. 'cave-dwellers.'

6. The princes of Israel] The term 'Israel' is often applied in Chronicles to the people of Judah, as more nearly realising the ideal of the true Israel than the sister kingdom: cp. 2 Chronicles 20:34; 2 Chronicles 21:2, 2 Chronicles 21:4; 2 Chronicles 23:2; 2 Chronicles 24:5; 2 Chronicles 28:19, 2 Chronicles 28:23.

12. Things went well] RV 'there were good things, found': cp. 2 Chronicles 19:3; 1 Kings 14:13. The king's repentance was accompanied by a moral reformation on the part of the people.

15. The book of.. Iddo] The writings of Iddo are also mentioned in 2 Chronicles 9:29; 2 Chronicles 13:22.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-22

Reign of Abijah
This chapter expands the account given of Abijah (Abijam) in 1 Kings 15:1-8 by giving details of his war with Jeroboam, which is there only briefly mentioned.

2. Michaiah] In 2 Chronicles 11:21 and 1 Kings 15:2 she is called 'Maachah,' and was probably daughter of Uriel and granddaughter of Absalom.

3. Four hundred thousand, etc.] These numbers (see also 2 Chronicles 13:17) are in keeping with the large figures that appear elsewhere in Chronicles: see 2 Chronicles 14:8-9; 2 Chronicles 17:14-18.

4. Zemaraim] Possibly a hill near the place of the same name in Benjamin: Joshua 18:22.

5. A covenant of salt] cp. Numbers 18:19. The use of salt in connexion with sacrifice (see Leviticus 2:13) probably arose from its association with a meal; and 'there is salt between us' is said to be a phrase still employed to denote the bond which secures, for any one who has partaken of an Arab's hospitality, protection and (in case of need) assistance.

7. Children of Belial] i.e. worthless persons.

Young] That Rehoboam was young when the Ten Tribes revolted is implied in 2 Chronicles 10:8, though in 2 Chronicles 12:13 his age is given as 41.

8. The kingdom of the Lord] The high prerogative that once belonged to all Israel (1 Chronicles 28:5; 2 Chronicles 9:8) was now confined to Judah.

9. After the manner, etc.] The LXX has 'out of the people of all the land,' which agrees with the true sense of 1 Kings 12:31. 

12. Sounding trumpets] cp. Numbers 10:9; Numbers 31:6. 

19. Jeshanah.. Ephrain] The first is not known, the second is identified by some with the 'Ephraim' mentioned in John 11:54. 

20. The mention of Jeroboam's death here is chronologically out of place, since he outlived Abijah.

22. In the story] RV 'in the commentary.' The original term ('midrash') meant the didactic treatment of a subject or narrative; and in the 'midrash' of Iddo the reign of Abijah was presumably related with a view to moral instruction rather than historic accuracy. Possibly the account of Abijah's speech in 2 Chronicles 13:4-12 has been taken from it: contrast 1 Kings 15:3.

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-15

Reign of Asa
This chapter adds to what is related of Asa in 1 Kings 15:9-24 an account of the invasion of the Ethiopian Zerah.

3. Took away.. the high places] In 2 Chronicles 15:17 (= 1 Kings 15:14) the opposite of this is stated; if the two passages are to be reconciled, it must be supposed that Asa sought to effect a reform which was only imperfectly executed: cp. also 2 Chronicles 17:6 with 2 Chronicles 20:33.

7. The land is yet before us] i.e. free from the presence of an enemy.

9. Zerah] Zerah, if an Ethiopian (Heb. Cushite) or Egyptian, is probably to be identified with Osorkon II, an Egyptian king of the 22nd dynasty, who, on a monument recently found, declares that 'the upper and lower Rutennu' (i.e. the peoples of Palestine) had been thrown under his feet. But in 2 Chronicles 14:14 the cities spoiled by Asa after the defeat of the invaders are said to be near Gerar; so that Zerah may have been the chief of an Arabian tribe, a view with which the description of the spoil taken by Asa (2 Chronicles 14:15) agrees. Mareshah] in the lowland of Judah (Joshua 15:44), where there are some ruins still called 'Mar'ash.' To the N. there is a Wâdy called 'Wâdy es Sufieh,' which may be Zephathah.
11. It is nothing, etc.] RV 'there is none beside thee to help, between the mighty and him that hath no strength': i.e. to help the weak under unequal conditions. Asa's prayer 'breathes the true spirit of faith and trust in God.'
13. Gerar] 6 m. S. of Gaza and 25 m. from Beersheba. 

14. The fear of the Lord, etc.] They were so panic-stricken that they could offer no resistance: cp. 2 Chronicles 17:10; 2 Chronicles 20:29.

15. The tents of cattle] i.e. the tents of nomadic tribes with large possessions of flocks and cattle.

15 Chapter 15 

Verses 1-19

Reign of Asa (continued)
An account of how Asa, moved by the prophet Azariah, made a covenant to seek .the Lord.
This chapter is almost entirely supplementary to what is recorded of Asa in 1 Kings 15.

1. Azariah] not mentioned elsewhere.

3. For a long season] The writer seems to have principally in view the times of the Judges: see Judges 2:12; Judges 3:7; Judges 17:6; Judges 21:25. A teaching priest] For this function of the priesthood cp. Leviticus 10:11; Malachi 2:7.

5. No peace.. came in] i.e. travelling was unsafe: cp. Judges 5:6; Judges 6:2. The countries] i.e. the different divisions of Israel: see Judges 12:4; Judges 20, 21.

8. The prophecy of Oded] The words 'Azariah son of' have dropped out before Oded: the Vulgate has them. The cities.. taken] This seems to refer to the conquests of Abijah: 2 Chronicles 13:19.

9. The strangers] Those members of the Ten Tribes who removed to Judah on account of the calf - worship: 2 Chronicles 11:16. Simeon] The territory of Simeon must have practically belonged to Judah from the time of Jeroboam's revolt, but some Simeonites may have resided in the northern kingdom.

11. The spoil] i.e. the spoil taken from the Ethiopians: 2 Chronicles 14:13-15.

19. Five and thirtieth] This is inconsistent with the chronology given in 1 K, for Baasha died in the 26th year of Asa (1 Kings 16:8); but see on 2 Chronicles 16:1.

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-14

Reign of Asa (concluded)
This chapter reproduces with some verbal differences 1 Kings 15:17-24, but adds an account of a rebuke received by Asa from the seer Hanani.

1. Six and thirtieth] Since, according to 1 Kings 16:8, Baasha did not live until the 36th year of Asa. some have supposed that the six and thirtieth year is reckoned from the revolt of the Ten Tribes.

4. The store cities of Naphtali] LXX suggests that the true reading is 'the surrounding parts of Naphtali.'

7. Hanani] Nothing is known of him beyond what is here related, and the fact that he was the father of the prophet Jehu (2 Chronicles 19:2). Because thou hast relied] cp. the similar protests of Isaiah against reliance upon foreign support instead of upon the Lord (Isaiah 30:1; Isaiah 31:1). The host of.. Syria] The prophet seems to imply that Asa might have beaten both Israel and Syria, if he had trusted in the Lord.

8. Lubims] These were not amongst the forces of Zerah (2 Chronicles 14:9), but those of Shishak (2 Chronicles 12:3).

12. Sought not to the Lord] Contrast the conduct of Hezekiah in his sickness: see 2 Kings 20:2.

14. A very great burning] i.e. of the spices previously mentioned: cp. Jeremiah 34:5. The bodies of the dead were not ordinarily burnt but buried; the burning of the bodies of Saul and Jonathan (1 Samuel 31:12) was exceptional.

17 Chapter 17 

Verses 1-19

Reign of Jehoshaphat
An account of a mission of Levites to teach the Law, and of the king's army.

The particulars of Jehoshaphat's reign here given are additional to those contained in 1 Kings 22:41-50.

1. Strengthened himself against Israel] Jehoshaphat came to the throne in the fourth year of Ahab, and it is probable that some interval elapsed before he made peace with him, as recorded in 1 Kings 22:44.

2. Which Asa.. taken] see 2 Chronicles 15:8, and note.

3. His father David] LXX omits 'David,' so that his father means Asa, whose early actions (2 Chronicles 14:2) are here contrasted with the oppressiveness and want of faith that he displayed in his later years (2 Chronicles 16:7-10). Baalim] RV 'the Baalim' (and so elsewhere), i.e. the various false gods to each of whom the title 'Baal' (=Lord), was applied.

4. The doings of Israel] an allusion either to the worship of the calves (2 Chronicles 13:8-9) or to that of the Zidonian Baal, introduced into Israel by Jezebel, the wife of Jehoshaphat's contemporary, Ahab.

7. He sent to his princes] The princes were to organise the teaching which was carried out by the Levites named in the next v.

9. Went about] This is the only record in the historical books of the diffusion of a knowledge of the Law by means of a mission. In the reign of Josiah (2 Kings 23:2) and after the return from the exile (Nehemiah 8:3-18) the Law was merely read before assemblies of the people at Jerusalem.

13. Much business] i.e. was busily employed on works of defence. And the men of war.. were] better, 'and he had men of war.. in Jerusalem.'

14-18. It is generally agreed that there must be some error in these enormous numbers.

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-34

Reign of Jehoshaphat (continued)
This.c reproduces 1 Kings 22:1-35 with very slight differences.

31. The Lord helped him] This, which is an addition to the narrative of Kings, seems to imply that the writer regarded Jehoshaphat's cry as a prayer for help, which God answered, as explained in the next v.

19 Chapter 19 

Verses 1-11

Reign of Jehoshaphat (continued)
The chapter narrates how Jehoshaphat was reproved by the seer Jehu for helping Ahab, and how he instituted judges in the cities of Judah.

This chapter is entirely supplementary to the account of Jehoshaphat as given in 1 K.

2. Jehu] previously only named in connexion with the northern kingdom in the reign of Baasha (1 Kings 16:7). Shouldest thou help the ungodly] The peace with Israel, ratified by a marriage (2 Kings 8:18), put an end to a war between two kindred peoples, yet brought evils in its train, since the Baal worship which polluted the northern kingdom was introduced into Judah by Athaliah, the daughter of Ahab and the daughter-in-law of Jehoshaphat: 2 Chronicles 24:7.

5. He set judges] Local courts of justice may have existed before, but Jehoshaphat improved them, and likewise established a court in the capital, which seems also to have heard appeals: 2 Chronicles 19:10.

6. The Lord.. judgment] Judges were administrators of the divine justice, so that even the term 'God' could be used to describe them in their official capacity: see Exodus 21:6 RV.
8. For the judgment of the Lord.. controversies] Perhaps the former means cases relating to religious obligations, and the latter ordinary civil and criminal trials. When they returned] RV 'and they returned,' the reference being to the king and his retinue.

10. Between blood and blood] e.g. the determination of what was murder and what was merely manslaughter: cp. Exodus 21. Between law and commandment] i.e. the decision, where laws seemed to conflict, which of them applied to a particular case.

11. And, behold, etc.] The court at Jerusalem was divided into two sections, one (under Amariah) dealing with ecclesiastical causes, and the other (under Zebadiah) dealing with secular causes.

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-37

Reign of Jehoshaphat (concluded)
An account of how a host of Moabites and others invaded Judah; how Jehoshaphat prayed to the Lord, and was directed by Jahaziel not to fear; and how the enemy was overthrown by God.

The early part of this chapter is additional to the narrative in 1 K: the latter part reproduces 1 Kings 22:41-49.

1. Other beside the Ammonites] better (with LXX), 'some of the Meunim' (or Maonites): cp. 2 Chronicles 26:7 and Judges 10:12. They seem to have been the people from Mt. Seir mentioned in 2 Chronicles 20:10, 2 Chronicles 20:23.

2. Beyond the sea] i.e. from the eastern side of the Dead Sea. On this side Syria] lit. 'from Syria,' but Syria is probably a mistake for 'Edom.'. The Moabites and Ammonites had marched round the S. end of the Dead Sea, and passing through Edom (the 'Mount Seir' of 2 Chronicles 20:10) had been joined by some of the inhabitants. Engedi] on the W. shore of the Dead Sea, the modern Ain-jidy.

5. Before the new court] probably 'the court of the priests' of 2 Chronicles 4:9, which was distinct from the one in which Solomon prayed: 2 Chronicles 6:13.

10. Wouldest not let, etc.] The Moabites, Ammonites, and Edomites were all spared on the ground of their kinship with Israel through Lot and Esau: Deuteronomy 2:4, Deuteronomy 2:9, Deuteronomy 2:19.

16. Ziz] The word perhaps survives in the name El Husasah which attaches to a district near Tekoa: 2 Chronicles 20:20.

21. The beauty of holiness] Perhaps better, 'in holy apparel': cp. 1 Chronicles 16:29.

22. Ambushments] RV 'liers in wait.' Apparently the enemy fell out among themselves.

25. Riches with the dead bodies] LXX points to another reading, 'riches and garments.'

26. Berachah] i.e. 'Blessing.' The place has been identified with the Wâdy Bereikût near Tekoa.

34. Who is mentioned] RV '(the book) which is inserted in.'

36. To go to Tarsbish] 1 Kings 22:48 has 'ships of Tarshish' (i.e. large merchantmen) 'to go to Ophir' (in Arabia, or E. Africa), for which Ezion-geber was the natural port of departure.

21 Chapter 21 

Verses 1-20

Reign of Jehokam
This chapter in part reproduces 2 Kings 8:17-22 but adds several particulars respecting the judgments brought upon Jehoram.

2. Azariah.. Azariah] One of the names is probably an error, perhaps for 'Ahaziah': cp. the mistake in 2 Chronicles 22:6. 

3. And their father] cp. 2 Chronicles 11:23
10. So the Edomites revolted] The writer omits the final sentence in 2 Kings 8:21 which accounts for the successful revolt of the Edomites: see note there.

11. Fornication] A figure for religious infidelity.

12. A writing.. from Elijah] If this mention of Elijah as living in the reign of Jehoram is to be reconciled with 2 Kings 3:11, which relates that Elisha (Elijah's successor) prophesied in the reign of Jehoshaphat, it must be supposed that Elisha entered upon his ministry before Elijah was translated; and that 2 Kings 2 is out of its proper chronological order. The incident here described is the only instance of Elijah having concerned himself with the affairs of Judah.

14. A great plague] i.e. the great blow inflicted by the invasion described in 2 Chronicles 21:16.

16. The lord stirred up] The invaders, though pursuing designs of their own, were really agents of the divine judgment: cp. 1 Chronicles 5:26; Isaiah 10:5-7; Isaiah 37:24-29. The Arabians.. Ethiopians] These Arabians came from the W. coast . of Arabia, facing Ethiopia across the Red Sea.

17. In the king's house] better, 'belonging to the king's house.' It is not meant that the invaders assaulted Jerusalem, but that they carried off the royal property in the country districts. Jehoahaz] called in 2 Chronicles 22:1; 'Ahaziah.'

19. Made no burning, etc.] i.e. they did not use the same quantity of spices as were burnt at the funeral rites of former kings. 

20. Departed.. desired] i.e. he died unregretted. But some (following LXX) render 'he walked (i.e. lived) in an undesirable way.'

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-12

Reign of Ahaziah
This chapter reproduces with some differences 2 Kings 8:24-29 and 2 Kings 11:1-3 (the intervening chapters being omitted because they relate exclusively to Israel).

2. Forty and two] This must be an error, for his father was only 40 when he died (2 Chronicles 21:20). 2 Kings 8:26 has 'twenty-two.'

6. Azariah] An error for 'Ahaziah,' which LXX has. 

7. Had anointed] see 2 Kings 9:1-10.

8. The sons of the brethren, etc.] i.e. of the elder sons of Jehoram who were killed by the Arabians (2 Chronicles 21:17). If Jehoram was only 40 at his death (2 Chronicles 21:20), his grandsons at this time (2 Chronicles 22:2) must have been quite young children.

9. He was hid in Samaria] 2 Kings 9:27 states that he was mortally wounded in his chariot when escaping from Jehu, and died at Megiddo.

They had slain.. they buried] The first verb refers to the emissaries of Jehu, the second to the servants of the murdered Ahaziah. To keep still] i.e. to retain.

23 Chapter 23 

Verses 1-21

Reign of Joash
This chapter repeats 2 Kings 11:4-20, but brings into prominence the ecclesiastical officials in place of the soldiers of the royal guard.

4. This is the thing, etc.] The arrangements differ from those desoribed in 2 Kings 11 (see note there). Here there are three divisions which are posted (a) at the doors of the Temple, (b) at the palace, (c) at the gate of the foundation (which in 2 Ki is called the 'gate Sur' and connected with the palace). Here too only priests or Levites are allowed to enter the Temple, whilst the rest take up their position outside; but in Kings the distinction is not observed.

16. Between him, etc.] RV 'between himself, and all the people, and the king.'

18. Appointed the offices, etc.] better, 'put the offices.. into the hand of.' The priests the Levites] LXX has (preferably) 'the priests and the Levites,' the priests alone being authorised to offer sacrifice (according to Numbers 18:7).

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-27

Reign of Joash (concluded)
An account of the repair of the Temple, the idolatry of Joash after the death of Jehoiada, the murder of Jehoiada's son, and the king's violent death.

The early part of this chapter reproduces 2 Kings 11:21 to 2 Kings 12:16, with unimportant variations, but 2 Chronicles 24:15-22 are entirely supplementary, and give a different account of the closing years of the reign of Joash from that contained in 2 K.

6. According to .. Moses] This refers to the half-shekel required to be paid by every Israelite as an atonement for his soul: Exodus 30:13-16.

7. The sons of Athaliah] perhaps her adherents, rather than her children, who had been killed in the lifetime of their father Jehoram: 2 Chronicles 21:17.

15. An hundred and thirty] an age unprecedented since Joshua: Joshua 24:29.

16. Among the kings] Jehoiada thus received an honour which was refused to Joash: 2 Chronicles 24:25.

20. The son of Jehoiada] called in Matthew 23:35; 'the son of Barachias' by confusion with Zachariah the prophet. Which stood above the people] probably on a platform.

23. The host of Syria] Hazael, the king of Syria, was engaged in attacking Gath, and from thence made an incursion into Judah.

Destroyed all the princes] These were the instigators of the king's impiety: 2 Chronicles 24:17.

25. The sons of Jehoiada] better, as in LXX, 'the son of Jehoiada' (2 Chronicles 24:20-21).

27. The burdens, etc.] better, 'the multitude of the oracles uttered against him': see 2 Chronicles 24:19, and cp. 2 Kings 9:25. The story] RV 'the commentary': see on 2 Kings 13:22.

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-28

Reign of Amaziah
This chapter is derived in the main from 2 Kings 14:1-20, but with two insertions, 2 Kings 14:5-10 and 2 Kings 14:13-16.

5. Made them captains, etc.] better, 'arranged them according to their fathers' houses under captains.' From twenty years old] Under this age military service was not required: Numbers 1:3; 1 Chronicles 27:23.

7. With all.. Ephraim] added to explain the sense in which 'Israel' is used, since ordinarily in Chronicles it is equivalent to Judah: see on 2 Chronicles 12:6. For the protest against an alliance with the northern kingdom cp. 2 Chronicles 19:2; 2 Chronicles 20:37.

8. But if thou wilt go] LXX has 'if thou thinkest to prevail with these' (i.e. the forces from Ephraim) 'God shall make thee fall.'

11. The children of Seir] i.e. the Edomites.

13. From Samaria] i.e. from the frontier of the kingdom (not from its capital).

14. He brought the gods, etc.] Similarly the Philistines brought away the ark which the Israelites had carried with them into battle at Ebenezer: 1 Samuel 4:11.

17. Come, let us, etc.] In connexion with the preceding narrative Amaziah's challenge might be explained as due to a desire to have satisfaction for the conduct of the Israelite forces as described in 2 Chronicles 25:13, but see on 2 Kings 14:8.

23. Jehoahaz] i.e. Ahaziah: 2 Chronicles 21:17.

24. With Obededom] i.e. with the descendants of Obededom, who were porters of the Temple: 1 Chronicles 26:4-8.

28. The city of Judah] LXX has 'the city of David,' as in 2 Kings 14:20 and 2 Chronicles 24:1; 2 Chronicles 16:14; 2 Chronicles 21:1, 2 Chronicles 21:20, etc.

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-23

Reign of Uzziah
This chapter adds largely to the parallel account of Uzziah's reign in 2 Kings 15:1-7, and furnishes information respecting his wars, his military defences, and the cause of his leprosy.

1. Uzziah] This is the usual form in Chronicles except in 1 Chronicles 3:12 in Kings it is generally 'Azariah.'

6. Jabneh] between Joppa and Ashdod: afterwards called Jamnia.

7. The Mehunims] see on 2 Chronicles 20:1.

9. The valley gate] probably a gate leading into the valley of Hinnom, at the S. end of the W. hill.

10. In the desert, etc.] Uzziah's cattle were pastured in three different districts, (a) the desert (or wilderness) in the S. and SE. of Judah, which has some fertile spots; (b) the low country (or lowland), consisting of the slopes that extend from the Judæan hills to the Mediterranean; (c) the plains, or tableland, E. of the Dead Sea and the Jordan, where Uzziah may have secured rights of pasturage from the Ammonites (2 Chronicles 26:8). Carmel] RV 'the fruitful fields': or level garden-land, as distinct from the 'mountains' or hilly districts.

14. Habergeons] RV 'coats of mail.'

Slings to cast stones] RV 'stones for slinging': which had to be supplied of a certain size and in sufficient quantity. 

15. Engines] These were machines of the nature of catapults.

16. To his destruction] RV 'so that he did corruptly.' Into the temple] The altar of incense was in the Holy Place. 

18. To the priests, etc.] The restriction to the sons of Aaron of the duty of offering incense is enforced in the Law by the history of Korah: Numbers 16:40. 

21. In a several house] i.e. in a lazar house. For the seclusion of leprous persons from the community cp. Leviticus 13:46; Numbers 5:2.

22. Isaiah] The prophet received his prophetic call in the year that Uzziah died (Isaiah 6:1).

23. In the field of the burial, etc.] i.e. in the royal burial ground, but not in the royal sepulchres.

27 Chapter 27 

Verses 1-9

The Reign of Jotham
This chapter repeats the substance of 2 Kings 15:32-38, but expands the account of Jotham's buildings, and relates a war with Ammon about which Kings is silent.

2. The people did.. corruptly] If Isaiah 2 is rightly assigned to this reign, it furnishes illustrations of the historian's statement, for it represents idolatry, sorcery, and arrogance, as prevalent amongst the people (Isaiah 2:6-8, Isaiah 2:11.).

3. Ophel] the southern extremity of the Temple hill.

5. Measures] lit. 'cors': a 'cor' being rather more than 10 bushels, the whole quantity of each kind of grain was over 100,000 bushels. For such payments in kind cp. 2 Chronicles 17:11; 2 Kings 3:4.

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-27

The Reign of Ahaz
This chapter recounts how the idolatry of Ahaz was punished by the attacks of Syria and Israel; how the captives taken by the Israelites were restored; and how Ahaz in his distress appealed to Assyria.

This chapter corresponds to 2 Kings 16, but it omits many facts related there, whilst expanding the account of the war with Israel.

5. The king of Syria] i.e. Rezin, who, with Pekah of Israel, wished to depose Ahaz: see Isaiah 7.

7. Maaseiah, the king's son] perhaps a son of Jotham and brother of Ahaz, since Ahaz himself was only 20 at his accession and 36 at his death (2 Chronicles 28:1). Next to the king] i.e. the principal counsellor of state: cp. Esther 10:3.

9. That reacheth, etc.] i.e. immoderate and excessive: cp. Ezra 9:6.

16. The kings] The LXX, more appropriately, has 'the king,' the allusion being to Tiglath-pileser (2 Chronicles 28:20). But Chronicles frequently uses the plural where the singular would be more accurate: see 2 Chronicles 28:23, also 2Chronicles 2 Chronicles 32:4, 2 Chronicles 32:31; 2 Chronicles 30:6
17. The Edomites] Rezin had previously captured Elath and returned it to the Edomites (2 Kings 16:6), and this doubtless encouraged them to retaliate upon the Judæans, who had withheld it from them for so long.

18. The Philistines] These had suffered at the hands of Judah during the reign of Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:6-7), and now took the opportunity to seek revenge.

19. Made Judah naked] RV 'dealt wantonly in Judah.'

20. Distressed him, etc.] The intervention of Assyria not only imposed the burden of tribute upon Judah, but also awoke the jealousy of Egypt, with evil results to the small kingdom placed between the two empires; yet for a time at least the Assyrians delivered Judah from Syria and Israel: 2 Kings 16:9; 2 Kings 15:29.

23. Because the gods, etc.] i.e. as shown by the successes of Rezin (2 Chronicles 28:5).

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-36

The Reign of Hezekiah
This chapter describes a cleansing of the Temple and a sacrifice for the sins of the people.

This and the following 2 Chronicles 30-32, cover the same period as 2 Kings 18-20, but, for the most part, have in view a different side of Hezekiah's reign, Chronicles relating in great detail his religious reforms, whilst Kings is concerned mainly with the political events of the time.

3. Opened the doors] The Temple had been closed by Ahaz: 2 Chronicles 28:24. 

4. The east street] RV 'the broad place on the east,' perhaps one of the courts in front of the Temple: cp. Ezra 10:9 RV.

10. A covenant] The covenant between the nation and its God had been previously renewed in the time of Asa (2 Chronicles 15:12).

15. By the words of the lord] The king was moved by a divine impulse, perhaps communicated through a prophet: cp. 2 Chronicles 30:12.

16. The inner part of the house] i.e. from the courts into the interior of the building. The Holy Place is meant (not the Holy of Holies, which the Levites might not enter). 

17. The sixteenth day] In the first period of 8 days the Temple itself was cleansed, in the second period the Temple court (where the altar of burnt offering was: 2 Chronicles 29:18).

21. Seven bullocks, etc.] It is possible that the bullocks, rams, and lambs constituted the burnt offerings mentioned in 2 Chronicles 29:27 (the victims for which are not otherwise named), and that the he-goats alone formed the sin offering (as 2 Chronicles 29:23 suggests). For the kingdom] i.e. for the king as distinguished from the people (Judah).

25. By his prophets] i.e. David's arrangements, as described in 1 Chronicles 23:5; 1 Chronicles 25:1 were made under divine direction.

30. Of Asaph the seer] Twelve of the Psalms bear the name of Asaph.

31. Thank offerings] a form of peace offering (Leviticus 7:12), most of which was eaten by the worshipper. Burnt offerings] wholly consumed on the altar. Of a free heart] RV 'of a willing heart.'

34. Were more upright.. than the priests] Many of the priests had perhaps taken part in Ahaz's impieties as Urijah the high priest had done: 2 Kings 16:16.

36. Prepared the people] The zeal of the people was so remarkable that it could only be attributed to divine influence: cp. 2 Chronicles 30:12.

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-27

Reign of Hezekiah (continued)
This chapter relates how a passover was kept on the second month for Israel and Judah.

1. Should come.. at Jerusalem] This implies an endeavour to centralise the national worship by the abolition of the local sanctuaries (as described in 2 Kings 18:4).

2. In the second month] The Law allowed individuals to keep the Passover in the second month instead of the first, if they were prevented by some temporary hindrance (Numbers 9:10-11), and this permission Hezekiah thought might be extended to the whole community.

3. At that time] i.e. at the proper season, viz. the 14th day of the first month. The cleansing of the Temple was not completed till the 16th day of that month: 2 Chronicles 29:17.

5. Done it of a long time] RV 'kept it in great numbers.' According to Exodus 12:8 the Passover was to be observed by 'the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel.'

6. The posts] bit. 'the couriers,' who were probably some of the royal guards. You, that.. Assyria] Since what is here related took place (according to 2 Chronicles 29:3) in Hezekiah's first year, the reference must be to the invasion of Tiglath-pileser: 2 Kings 15:29; 1 Chronicles 5:26.

13. The feast of unleavened bread] This, though distinct from the Passover, was not separated from it by any interval, and the two came to be treated as one which could be described indifferently by either name: 2 Chronicles 30:2, 2 Chronicles 30:13, 2 Chronicles 30:15. 

14. The altars] i.e. those erected by Ahaz: 2 Chronicles 28:24. 

15. Were ashamed] The zeal of the laity roused the priests, who had formerly been remiss (2 Chronicles 29:34), to a sense of their duty.

17. The passovers] i.e. the paschal lambs, which (according to Exodus 12:6-7) ought to have been killed by the head of each household.

18. Otherwise than it was .written] As this Passover in the second month took the place of the one ordinarily held in the first month, there could be no supplementary passover for such as were unclean; so Hezekiah preferred that the people should break the letter of the Law and eat without being sanctified than that they should be debarred from such an important festival and so be unfaithful to the spirit of the divine legislation.

20. Healed] i.e. did not send upon them, the punishment which they had incurred: cp. Leviticus 15:31.

25. The strangers] i.e. proselytes of foreign descent, who either had come out of the northern kingdom or were settled in Judah.

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-21

Reign of Hezekiah (continued)
This chapter gives an account of Hezekiah's reorganisation of the Temple service.

2. Appointed the courses] The succession (see 1 Chronicles 23-26) had been suspended during the idolatry of the previous reigns, and required to be rearranged. The tents of the Lord] The phrase is borrowed from the conditions that prevailed in the wilderness.

3. The king's portion, etc.] The king set an example to his subjects by providing for the Sacrifices named, for which see Numbers 28, 29, whilst the people were required to support the priests (according to Numbers 18).

6. That dwelt in the cities of Judah] The provincial population, as distinguished from the inhabitants of the capital. The tithe of holy things] The words tithe of have been accidentally repeated from the preceding; they are omitted in 2 Chronicles 31:12. 

11. Chambers] i.e. some of the side chambers that surrounded the Temple. 

14. Toward the east] RV 'at the east gate': cp. 1 Chronicles 26:17.

15. To give to their brethren] The general sense of 2 Chronicles 31:15-18 is that the officers named in 2 Chronicles 31:15 distributed to all the priests who dwelt in the priestly cities a share of the people's offerings, those alone being excluded from sharing, who, whilst in their courses at Jerusalem, were supported at the Temple itself: these, including priests, Levites and their families, are referred to in 2 Chronicles 31:16-18.

16. Beside] i.e. excepting. Genealogy] i.e. list.

19. Also of the sons of Aaron, etc.] The meaning is that the six persons named in 2 Chronicles 31:15 furnished support to the priests and Levites who dwelt outside the cities, as well as to those who dwelt within them.

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-33

Reign of Hezekiah (concluded)
This chapter abbreviates the account of Sennacherib's invasion as related in 2 Kings 18:13; 2 Kings 20:21, but supplements it by various particulars respecting Hezekiah's preparation to meet the attack.

3. To stop the waters, etc.] The chief spring which was thus stopped (or 'hidden') was the fountain of Gihon: see 2 Chronicles 32:30. 

4. The brook] lit. 'torrent-valley.' The Gihon spring was in the ravine of the Kidron.

6. The street of the gate] RV 'the broad place at the gate': where the people were wont to assemble.

9. After this] The Chronicler omits all account of the surrender of Hezekiah related in 2 Kings 18:14-16.

18. They cried] i.e. the 'servants' of 2 Chronicles 32:16.

In the Jews' speech] see 2 Kings 18:26.

22. Guided them] LXX has 'gave them rest,' which suits the context better.

24. In those days] In 2 Chronicles 32:24-26 the writer summarises very briefly what is related at length in 2 Kings 20 Isaiah 38.

30. Brought it, etc.] better, 'stopped the upper spring of the waters of Gihon and brought them straight down' (or, 'underground') 'westward to the city of David.' Gihon lay to the E. of Jerusalem, and Hezekiah conveyed its waters by a subterranean aqueduct to the pool of Siloam at the foot of the Temple hill.

31. The ambassadors] i.e. of Merodachbaladan, the king of Babylon: see 2 Kings 20:12.; Isaiah 39.

32. And in the book of the kings, etc.] The conjunction and should be omitted, the vision of Isaiah being incorporated in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel, like the 'book of Jehu the son of Hanani': 2 Chronicles 20:34.

33. In the chiefest] RV 'in the ascent': i.e. on the road that led up to the sepulchres.

33 Chapter 33 

Verses 1-25

The Reign of Manasseh
This chapter repeats, with certain omissions, 2 Kings 21 but the section 2 Chronicles 33:11-17, relating the captivity in Babylon, repentance, and release of Manasseh, is supplementary to the account in 2 Ki.

6. Observed times] RV 'practised augury': perhaps, as the original suggests, by watching the motions of clouds.

8. So that] RV 'if only': God's promises to Israel were conditional upon its obedience.

11. Among the thorns] RM 'with hooks': a monument still exists which shows the Assyrian king Esarhaddon leading two captives by hooks or rings put through their lips.

To Babylon] This city was for the most part subject to Assyria until the overthrow of the Assyrian power in 607 b.c. Shortly before 648 the brother of Asshurbanipal (who is probably the king of Assyria alluded to in this v.) revolted, and received support from some of the Palestinian states; but the insurrection was suppressed, and if Manasseh had been among those who aided the insurgents, he may well have been punished in consequence. The Assyrian inscriptions, though they mention that Manasseh was a vassal of Assyria, do not refer to the events here related.

13. Brought him again, etc.] i.e. by prompting the Assyrian king to restore him to his throne. Such leniency on the part of Asshurbanipal finds a parallel in his conduct towards Necho, an Egyptian feudatory prince, who was taken captive for intriguing against his suzerain, but was subsequently restored to his country.

14. A wall without.. David] RV 'an outer wall to the city of David.' The fish gate] This was in the N. wall of the city; through it fish is supposed to have entered from Tyre.

16. Commanded.. to serve the Lord] In spite of Manasseh's reformation here related, Jeremiah subsequently declared that his sins had not been expiated, and that the nation was doomed to destruction in consequence: Jeremiah 15:4.

18. His prayer] What purports to be Manasseh's prayer is preserved in the Apocrypha, but is not considered genuine. 

19. The sayings of the seers] This follows the LXX. The Heb. has 'the sayings of Hozai.'

20. In his own house] LXX has 'in the garden' (or 'park') 'of his own house': cp. 2 Kings 21:18.

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-33

Reign of Josiah
The chapter narrates how Josiah suppressed idolatry and repaired the Temple; how a book of the Law, found in the Temple, was read to the king and the people; and how the nation's covenant with the Lord was renewed.

This chapter and the following are, in general, parallel to 2 Kings 22, 2 Kings 23:1-30 with some unimportant variants; but the Chronicler gives more prominence than the writer of 2 Kings to the passover celebrated by Josiah.

3. In the twelfth year] In 2 Ki the abolition of the 'high places' is described as subsequent to the repair of the Temple, and the latter is assigned to Josiah's 'eighteenth' year: 2 Kings 22:3; 2 Kings 23:5, 2 Kings 23:8.

5. Burnt the bones] This was believed to afflict the souls of the dead priests, as well as to desecrate the shrines at which they had ministered. The condition of the spirit after death depended in a large measure upon the treatment sustained by the body. 

6. With their mattocks] A slight alteration gives 'in their ruins' (so RV), i.e. the desolate sites of the cities destroyed by the Assyrians.

9. And they returned to Jerusalem] Another reading is 'and of the inhabitants of Jerusalem.'

11. The houses] i.e. the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies: cp. 1 Chronicles 28:11; 1 Chronicles 29:4.

22. In the college] RV 'in the second quarter' (of the city). It has been suggested that this may have occupied the upper end of the Tyropoean valley, W. of the Temple.

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-27

Reign of Josiah (concluded)
This chapter contains an account of how Josiah celebrates the Passover, and how he provoked Necho the king of Egypt, and was slain at Megiddo.

1. On the fourteenth day] Josiah's passover, unlike Hezekiah's, was kept at the prescribed time.

3. Put the holy ark, etc.] The following words suggest that during the repair of the Temple, it had been removed and committed to the care of the Levites.

4. According; to the writing, etc.] The reference is to the arrangements described in 1 Chronicles 23-26 2 Chronicles 8:14. 

5. According to the divisions, etc.] The sense is 'let there be for each family of the people a portion of a Levitical family to minister.'

6. Prepare your brethren] RV 'prepare for,' etc. The killing of the passover victims by the Levites for the laity, which was exceptional in Hezekiah's time (2 Chronicles 30:17), had now become customary.

12. Removed] Perhaps they separated those parts (the fat, etc.) of the victims which were to be burnt. If so, these sacrifices were not strictly 'burnt offerings,' for in such, the whole of the victim was consumed by fire.

15. They might not depart] RV 'they needed not to depart.'

18. There was no passover, etc.] Hezekiah's passover had surpassed all that had preceded it (2 Chronicles 30:26), but Josiah's exceeded even that.

20. Against] better, 'at.' Necho's purpose was to share the spoils of the falling Assyrian empire. Nineveh was taken by the Babylonians about 607. 

21. He sent ambassadors, etc.] Necho's remonstrance to Josiah against interfering in the war between himself and the Babylonians, the conquerors of Assyria, is not recorded in 2 K.

22. Disguised himself] The same is related of Ahab in 2 Chronicles 18:29,; but LXX has 'strengthened himself.' From the mouth of God] The writer regards Necho's words as a divinely sent warning, which Josiah disregarded to his cost.

24. All Judah.. mourned] It is possible that this is the 'mourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddo,' alluded to in Zechariah 12:11.

25. Made them] i.e. those in authority made such lamentations an ordinance. In the lamentations] probably not the book that bears this name, but a composition now lost.

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-23

The Fall of Jerusalem
This is a brief record of the reigns of Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin, and Zedekiah, and of the destruction of Jerusalem.

The first twenty vv. of this chapter are abbreviated from 2 Kings 23:30 to 2 Kings 25:21, with some variations of statement.

6. Nebuchadnezzar] He was the son of Nabopolassar, the conqueror of Nineveh.

Bound him in fetters] This is not recorded in Kings. Perhaps this was the 'purpose' of the invasion described in 2 Kings 24:2, but Jehoiakim may have averted the threatened consequences by a timely surrender. The statement of Chronicles is followed in Daniel 1:1, Daniel 1:2.

8. That which was found in him] i.e. his offences: cp. 1 Kings 1:52.

9. Eight] 2 Kings 24:8 has 'eighteen,'which, as he was married (2 Kings 24:15), is doubtless correct.

10. His brother] In reality Zedekiah was brother to Jehoiachin's father Jehoiakim, 1 Chronicles 3:15.

12. Jeremiah the prophet] For Zedekiah's disregard of Jeremiah's warnings see Jeremiah 34:8.; Jeremiah 37:2; Jeremiah 38:17. Contrast the attitude of Ahab towards Elijah, as described in 1 Kings 21:27-29.

13. Made him swear] Ezekiel refers to this in 2 Chronicles 17:13.

14. Moreover, etc.] In 2 Chronicles 36:14-16 the writer briefly explains the causes which led to the final destruction of Jerusalem and its inhabitants. For instances of the abominations of the heathen see 2 Kings 21:7, and what is implied in 1 Kings 15:12; 1 Kings 22:46.

15. Rising up.. sending] In the OT. such expressive anthropomorphisms are common; thus it is related that the Lord 'walked' in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3:8), 'smelled' Noah's sacrifice (Genesis 8:21), 'came down' to see Babel (Genesis 11:5), etc. Yet nowhere is the infinite distance separating God from human limitations and frailty more forcibly asserted; see Numbers 23:19; Isaiah 55:9. 

16. Mocked the messengers] In the reign of Jehoiakim the prophet Urijah was put to death (Jeremiah 26:20-23), and in the reign of Zedekiah, Jeremiah underwent much persecution (Jeremiah 37, 38).

18. All the vessels, etc.] i.e. all that survived the spoliation described in 2 Chronicles 36:10.

20. The reign.. Persia] i.e. until the overthrow of Babylon by Cyrus in 538. 

21. To fulfil threescore and ten years] If the period of 70 years is reckoned from the time when Jeremiah's prophecy was uttered (Jehoiakim's 4th year, 605 b.c.) till the return of the Jews to their own land in 536, the prediction (for which see Jeremiah 25:11; Jeremiah 29:10) was almost exactly fulfilled. Between the final destruction of Jerusalem in 586 and the Return just 50 years elapsed.

22. Now in the first, etc.] 2 Chronicles 36:22-23 are identical with the opening words of Ezra (2 Chronicles 1:1-3), and end in the middle of a sentence. (For the notes see the passage in Ezra.)

